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In the Name of
Allah, the Most
Merciful, the Most
Compassionate

The Islamic Human Rights
Commission: Who We
Are, What We Do and
What We Have Done

The Islamic Human Rights
Commission was set up in
1997 by a group of activists
whose vision was to utilise
their experience in human
rights work through the medi-
um of an openly Islamically
oriented and led organisation.

IHRC was the first of its
kind, and remains a leader in
its fields of human rights cam-
paign, research and advoca-
cy. Founded at a time when
Islam and Muslims were con-
tinually berated for violating
human rights, IHRC took up
the standard of faith to argue
that in fact the opposite was
true. Islam, it argued gave
everyone regardless of their
background basic rights, and
in the modern world, it is
Muslims who bear the vast

brunt of human rights abuses.
Whilst advocating for

everyone, IHRC’s work
reflects the overwhelming
prejudice, hostility and vio-
lence that face Muslims
world-wide on a daily basis.

Some of our projects
include campaigns for long
term prisoners of faith – i.e.
those held for their religious
convictions. Our first major
success in this field was the
release of Mu’allim Ibraheem
Al-Zakzaky who was impris-
oned in Nigeria under the for-
mer military junta. He and
almost a thousand of his sup-
porters were released after a
long running IHRC campaign
brought his case to inter-
national attention.
Since then IHRC’s
campaigns have
helped secure many
releases from deten-
tion.

We also take on
cases of discrimi-
nation and our
many successes
include removing
headscarf and beard
bans in schools, as

well as getting the UK
Passport Agency to allow
photographs with hijab. We
have supported cases at the
European Court of Human
Rights and taken High Court
action in the UK where nec-
essary. A legal attempt to
stop arms flights to Israel in
2006 saw the release of
reams of official documents

Who We Are
on the type of arms being
shipped there. Our legal
challenge over nude body
scanners has resulted in the
government changing track
over this policy.

We have just opened a
legal advocacy section called
IHRC Legal and aim to pro-
vide immigration and employ-
ment advice from our in-
house solicitor.

IHRC has consultative sta-
tus with the United Nations.
Our work has received wide-
scale coverage in main-

stream and alter-
native media,
and many of
our officer
are also
commenta-
tors who
write for and

participate in
many

media
out-
lets.

Our reports, books, brief-
ings, videos, TV shows and
films have been launched at
many places including the
House of Lords, and at the
World Conference Against
Racism in South Africa,
which IHRC attended in
2001 with a thirteen strong

team including three rabbis
from Neturei Karta, the anti-
Zionist Orthodox Jewish
movement. Our research
work on issue such as hate
crime monitoring, theory and
statistics, Guantanamisation
of society, Islamic notions of
rights, decolonising narra-
tives and liberation theology
has provided invaluable
resources for all those seek-
ing to change the world to a
better place.

We also run an on-line
bookshop (shop.ihrc.org)
and a small bookshop and
two gallery spaces in
London, which regularly host
talks, screening and exhibi-
tions.

We work with local,
national and regional organi-
sations to promote shared
aims. Together with Citizens
International in Malaysia we
hold the secretariat of the
Universal Justice Network, a
coalition of NGOs working
towards social justice around
the world.

This is just a taste of our
work. This brochure high-
lights our fundraising event,
the Islamophobia Awards, in
the hope that you too will be
inspired to act upon the
Islamic command to rise up
in defence of the weak and
the oppressed, whoever they
are and whosoever oppress-
es them.

“And what reason have
you that you should not fight
in the way of Allah and of the
weak among the men and
the women and the children,
(of) those who say: Our
Lord! Cause us to go forth
from this town, whose peo-
ple are oppressors, and give
us from Thee a guardian and
give us from Thee a helper.”
Holy Qur’an: Chapter 4,
Verse 75

Join the Struggle
for Justice.
Join IHRC.
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18.30 Arrival
18.55 Qur’an & Translation
19.00 Dinner
20.00 Programme commences

Categories: Europe
& Central Asia

20.20 Spoken word by
Mellissa Mellodee
Categories:
Middle East & Africa

20.55 Keynote speech Professor
Salman Sayyid

21.20 Khaleel Muhammed
Categories: Americas,
Asia & Australasia

21.55 Auction
Categories: UK

22.30 The return of some
22.40 Winner of the

Worst Islamophobe
22.50 Closing remarks

from the Chair

Throughout the evening awards
recognising the positive contributions
people have made in the fight against

Islamophobia will be made.

Programme

The Muslim community has continually
been made the victim of negative
stereotyping and subject to a strategy of
deliberate demonisation. Using comedy
and satire to identify those who have
made a career out of such fear-mongering
helps to challenge and subvert their
rhetoric. It also provides a forum to rally
the spirits of all communities in the face
of such adversity. We are constantly
hearing that Muslims do not have a sense
of humour - this event proves to the
Islamophobes once again how wrong
they are.

Chair of IHRC,
Massoud Shadjareh

Message from
the Chair

IHRC has
consultative

status with the
United Nations.



Aamer Rahman

Aamer Rahman is an
acclaimed Australian come-
dian, TV personality, writer
and activist.
As well as doing stand-up
comedy, Rahman has written
for television, including two
seasons of the Astra award-
winning ‘Balls of Steel
Australia’. As one part of the
comedy duo Fear Of A
Black Planet, Rahman was
the focus of a TV episode of
‘Australian Story’, viewed in
Australia by nearly one million
viewers. The show docu-
mented their lives in Australia,
as well as their debut run at
the Edinburgh Fringe Festival
and their sellout gig in
London.

Hassen Rasool

Born in South Africa where
he studied graphic design,
he moved London in 1999 to
work in the creative indus-
tries – during this time he
also studied the art of the
recitation of the Quran.

His work so far has encom-
passed national and interna-
tional television, radio, film,
music, photography as well
as public performances at
live events all over the UK
and across the world. More
recently he was the voice of
the call to prayer on the
groundbreaking Channel 4
4Ramadan Series –
Ramadan Diaries

Melissa Melodee
Melissa Melodee is an independ-
ent music artist from London,
UK. She is a singer/songwriter/
rapper/poet. She plans to release
a Nasheed Album in the near
future. Melissa Melodee performs
with the Hip Hop Shakespeare
Company (HHSC) founded by
Mobo Award winning Hip Hop
artist Akala.

Professor
Salman Sayyid
Professor Sayyid has been
the Director of the Centre for
Ethnicity and Racism Studies
at the University of Leeds
since 2007, as well as the
Reader in Rhetoric and
Postcolonialism and Racism
Studies since 2008.
Professor Sayyid has
worked in a number of UK
Universities including the

University of Salford, and the
University of East London,
and in 2007 was a
Distinguished Visiting
Scholar to the International
Islamic University, Islamabad.

His teaching interests
have focused on racism,
postcolonialism, critical theo-
ry and 'political Islam', and
he has taught, supervised
and been an examiner at
postgraduate level for many
years. Professor Sayyid's

research interests encom-
pass ethnicity and racism;
the relationship between cul-
ture and politics; postcolonial
political studies, and in par-
ticular, the way in which the
analysis of postcolonial con-
ditions inform and affect so-
called 'mainstream' political
and social processes and
structures.

He has written extensively
and his most recent works
include: Thinking through

Islamophobia: a global per-
spective (C Hurst & Co
Publishers, London, 2010),
and Recalling the caliphate:
decolonization and world
order (Columbia University
Press, New York, 2010). He
is currently a member of the
Editorial Advisory Board of
the Social Movements
Journal, and has presented
keynote speeches at various
national and international
conferences.
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Speakers and
perfomers

This year's event
The Islamophobia Awards returns
in 2014 after a well-earned break.
Sadly the reasons for its existence
ha vent diminished during its
absence.

The Islamophobia Awards
were inaugurated in 2003 as a
light-hearted swipe at public
figures whose actions have
generated or perpetuated hatred
and/or violence against Muslims or
their religion. The awards serve to
draw attention to Islamophobia’s
varied and worst manifestations.
Throughout the year the IHRC is
engaged in the serious business of
tackling Islamophobes and helping
their victims, so it is a refreshing
change to be able to recognise
this work by poking fun at the
perpetrators. The Awards also
give our supporters the
opportunity to meet us in an
informal social setting and get a
more personal insight into our staff
and our work.

We also take this opportunity
to recognise the dynamic and
brave work of individuals and
organisations in tackling
Islamophobia, even at great cost
to themselves.

For the 2014 Awards, along
with our usual comedy skits and
satirical take on the year’s event,

there will be spoken word poetry,
nasheed, a special comedy video
message and a key note speech
from one of the leading academics
in the field of decolonial studies
and Islamophobia.

Among the star-studded line-
up of performers is Khaleel
Muhammad, the popular nasheed
artist whose soulful voice and
dynamic stage performances have
earned him international renown.

A special video message comes
from the instantly recognised,
acclaimed Australian comedian
Aamer Rahman. Dynamic spoken
word poet, Melissa Melodee will
also be taking the stage.

As ever the night will also
include a lavish gala dinner and a
fundraising auction where we
hope we can once again persuade
you to dig deep and help replenish
our coffers.

Khaleel Muhammad

Khaleel Muhammad is a popular
nasheed artist whose soulful voice
and dynamic stage performances
have earned him international
renown.
Khaleel has appeared at the

GPU, Islam Expo and Eid in the
Square celebrations and also col-
laborated, as well as co-wrote, the
'Feed the World, Feed The Fasting'
charity song for Muslim Aid and
'Artists United for Haiti' for Islamic
Reflief.
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LLoorrdd  EErriicc  AAvveebbuurryy
II  aamm  ddeell iigghhtteedd  ttoo  sseenndd  tthh iiss
mmeessssaaggee  ooff   wweellccoommee  ffoorr  tthhee
IIssllaammoopphhoobbiiaa  AAwwaarrddss
CCeerreemmoonnyy  aanndd  ffoorr  tthhee  vvaalluu--
aabbllee  wwoorrkk   ooff  tthhee  IIssllaamm iicc
HHuummaann  RRiigghhttss  CCoommmm iissssiioonn,,
aanndd  II  aamm   pprroouudd  ttoo   hhaavvee
bbeeeenn  iinnvvoollvveedd  iinn  ssoommee  ooff
tthheeiirr  wwoorrkk ..

DDrr  HHaannaann  CChheehhaattaa  
AAtt  aa  ttiimmee  wwhheenn
IIssllaammoopphhoobbiiaa  iiss  oonn  tthhee  rrii ssee
aanndd  wwhheenn  sseeccuullaarr  tteennssiioonnss
sseeeemm  ttoo  bbee  mmoouunnttiinngg
gglloobbaall llyy,,  tthhee  IIssllaamm iicc  HHuummaann
RRiigghhttss  CCoommmmiissssiioonn  ((IIHHRRCC))
iiss  ddooiinngg  vvii ttaall  wwoorrkk   ttoo  ttrryy  ttoo
bbuuii lldd  bbrriiddggeess  bbeettwweeeenn
ccoommmmuunnii ttiieess  hheerree  aatt  hhoommee
iinn  tthhee  UUKK,,  aanndd  aabbrrooaadd..

TThhee  rreegguullaarr  eexxhh iibbii ttiioonnss,,
ttaallkkss  aanndd  bbooookk  llaauunncchheess
hheelldd  aatt  tthhee  IIHHRRCC  bbooookksshhoopp
bbrriinnggss  mmeemmbbeerrss  ooff  tthhee  llooccaall
ccoommmmuunnii ttyy  ttooggeetthheerr  aanndd
pprroovviiddeess  aa  ppllaattffoorrmm  ffoorr
ootthheerrwwiissee  sseeeemm iinnggllyy  ttaabboooo

aanndd  ppootteenntt iiaall llyy  ccoonnttrroovveerrssiiaall
ssuubbjjeeccttss  ttoo  bbee  ssppookkeenn  aabboouutt
ooppeennllyy..

TThhee  IIHHRRCC  aallssoo  rreeaacchh  oouutt
ttoo  ssuuppppoorrtt  llooccaall   cchhaarrii ttaabbllee
iinnii ttii aattiivveess  aanndd  rreecceennttllyy
ssuuppppoorrtteedd  aa  vvoolluunntteeeerr  rruunn
ssoouupp  kk ii ttcchheenn  ccaall lleedd  tthhee
CChhii llddrreenn  oo ff  AAddaamm  bbyy
pprroovviiddiinngg  110000  ff rreeee  hhoott   mmeeaallss
ffoorr  tthhee  hhoommeelleessss..  TThheessee
ssoorrttss  ooff  cchhaarriittaabbllee  oouuttrreeaacchh
eeff ffoorrttss  aarree  vvii ttaall  iinn  tteerrmmss  ooff
hheellppiinngg  ttoo  ttaacckk llee
IIssllaammoopphhoobbiiaa,,  pprroommoottiinngg
ccoommmmuunniittyy  ccoohheessiioonn,,  aanndd
ppuuttttiinngg  iinnttoo  pprraacctt iiccee  tthhee
cchhaarrii ttaabbllee  tteeaacchhiinnggss
eennsshhrriinneedd  iinn  IIssllaamm..  

TThhee  IIHHRRCC  ddooeess  nnoott   sshhyy
aawwaayy  ffrroomm   ttaacckk ll iinngg  tthhee
llaarrggeerr  ii ssssuueess  tthhaatt  mmaannyy
oo tthheerr  ggrroouuppss  aarree  ttoooo  ssccaarreedd
ttoo  ddiissccuussss..  TThheeyy  ooppeennllyy
pprroommoottee  ccoonncceeppttss  ll ii kkee
GGeennoocciiddee  MMeemmoorriiaall   DDaayy;;
tthheeyy  aarree  aatt  tthhee  ffoorreeffrroonntt  ooff
mmaannyy  eevveennttss  ssuuppppoorrtt iinngg  tthhee
oopppprreesssseedd  ppeeooppllee  ooff
PPaalleessttiinnee;;  tthheeyy  cchhaall lleennggee
tthhee  ccoonntt iinnuueedd  aanndd
uunnjjuusstt ii ffii aabbllee  eexx iisstteennccee  ooff
ppllaacceess  ll ii kkee  GGuuaannttaannaammoo

BBaayy,,  aanndd  oo tthheerrwwiissee  ssppeeaakk
uupp  ffoorr  tthhoossee  wwiitthh
mmaarrggiinnaall ii sseedd  vvooiicceess  aass  wweell ll
aass  tthhoossee  wwiitthh  nnoo  vvooiiccee  aatt
aall ll ..  

TThhee  eexxiisstteennccee  ooff  ggrroouuppss
ll iikkee  tthhee  IIHHRRCC  iiss  iimmppoorrttaanntt
aass  tthheerree  wwiill ll   nneevveerr  bbee  ppeeaaccee
aanndd  uunnddeerrssttaannddiinngg  wwiitthhoouutt
ddiiaalloogguuee  aanndd  aann  ooppeenn  ssppaaccee
wwhheerree  wwee  ccaann  aall ll   ffeeeell
ccoomm ffoorrttaabbllee  eennoouugghh  ttoo
cchhaall lleennggee  eeaacchh  ootthheerr’’ss
bbeell iieeffss  aanndd  tthhoouugghhtt
pprroocceesssseess  wwiitthhoouutt  ffeeaarr  ooff
rreeccoouurrssee  ttoo  rreeccrriimm iinnaattiioonn..
TThhee  pprroovviissiioonn  ooff  tthhaatt  ssppaaccee
aanndd  sseerrvviiccee  ii ss  oonnee  ooff  tthhee
kkeeyy  ssttrreennggtthhss  ooff  tthhee  IIHHRRCC..

LLaauurreenn  BBooootthh

""II   lloovvee  tthhee  ttoonnee  ooff  tthh iiss  eevveenntt
aass  ii tt  ttaakkeess  aann  ii ssssuuee  tthhaatt  hhaass
aatt  ii ttss  hheeaarrtt   ddaarrkknneessss  aanndd
sseeeekkss  ttoo  mmaakkee  iitt   ll iigghhtteerr  oonn
oouurr  ccoommmmuunnii ttyy..  AAfftteerr  aall ll   ssoo
mmuucchh  ooff   tthhee  nnoonnsseennssee
wwrriitt tteenn  aabboouutt  IIssllaamm   aanndd
MMuussll iimmss  ggooeess  bbeeyyoonndd
ssaaddnneessss  aanndd  iinnttoo  ppaarrooddyy..

WWeell ll   ddoonnee  IIHHRRCC  ffoorr  yyoouurr
sstteerrll iinngg  wwoorrkk ..  MMyy  vvoottee  ggooeess
ttoo  BBiibbii  NNeettaannyyaahhuu  ffoorr  hhiiss
OOuuttssttaannddiinngg  EEffffoorrtt  ttoo
ddeemmoonniissee  IIssllaamm ..""

PPrrooffeessssoorr  
MMaarriiee  BBrreeeenn--
SSmmyytthh

''II  aamm   ssoorrrryy  II   ccaannnnoott   aatt tteenndd
tthhee  IIssllaammoopphhoobbiiaa  AAwwaarrddss
22001144,,  aanndd  wwaaii tt  wwii tthh  bbaatteedd
bbrreeaatthh  ttoo  sseeee  wwhhoo  tthhiiss
yyeeaarr''ss  wwoorrtthhyy  --  oorr  sshhoouulldd
tthhaatt   bbee  uunnwwoorrtthhyy??  --  wwiinnnneerrss
aarree..  IItt  iiss  nnoo tt  oofftteenn  tthhaatt   oonnee
eexxpprreesssseess  oonnee''ss  ssuuppppoorrtt   ffoorr
aann  eevveenntt  bbyy  wwiisshhiinngg  tthhaatt   ii tt
sshhoouulldd  ssoooonn  ggoo  oouutt  ooff  bbuussii --
nneessss  ffoorr  llaacckk  ooff   ssuu iittaabbllee
nnoomm iinneeeess,,  bbuutt  tthhaatt  iiss,,
iinnddeeeedd  mmyy  wwiisshh  ffoorr  tthhee
eevveenntt..  BBuutt   wwhhii llsstt  tthheerree  ccoonn--
ttiinnuueess  ttoo  bbee  ssuucchh  aa  pplleennttii ffuull
ssuuppppllyy  ooff   ssccuurrrrii lloouuss  ppootteenn--
ttiiaall   nnoomm iinneeeess,,  II  wwiisshh  tthhee
eevveenntt  eevveerryy  ssuucccceessss  aanndd  II
hhooppee  yyoouu  aall ll   hhaavvee  aann  eennjjooyy--
aabbllee  eevveenniinngg..""

LLoorrdd  NNaazziirr  AAhhmmeedd
II  aamm  ssoorrrryy  II  ccaannnnoott  bbee  hheerree,,
bbuutt  ii tt  iiss  mmyy  pplleeaassuurree  ttoo  wwrriittee
iinn  ssuuppppoorrtt  ooff  tthhiiss  yyeeaarr''ss
IIssllaammoopphhoobbiiaa  AAwwaarrddss  aanndd  tthhee
vvaalluuaabbllee  wwoorrkk   ooff  tthhee  IIssllaammiicc
HHuummaann  RRiigghhttss  CCoommmmiissssiioonn..  IItt
iiss  iimmppoorrttaanntt  ttoo  wwoorrkk  ttooggeetthheerr
wwiitthhiinn  aa  vvaarriieettyy  ooff  ffoorraa  ttoo
ccoouunntteerr  ddiissccrriimm iinnaattiioonn  ttaarrggeett--
eedd  aatt  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  ccoommmmuunniittyy..
II  wwiisshh  tthhee  IIssllaammoopphhoobbiiaa
AAwwaarrddss  eevveerryy  ssuucccceessss  iinn
hhiigghhll iigghhttiinngg  ssuucchh  pprreejjuuddiiccee..

PPrrooffeessssoorr  
RRaammoonn  GGrroossffoogguueell
PPrrooffeessssoorr  ooff  EEtthhnniicc  SSttuuddiieess  aatt
tthhee  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  ooff  CCaall ii ffoorrnniiaa--
BBeerrkkeelleeyy

""TThhee  wwoorrkk   tthhaatt  tthhee  IIHHRRCC  iiss
ddooiinngg  iinn  rreellaattiioonn  ttoo  tthhee  pprroobb--
lleemm  ooff  IIssllaammoopphhoobbiiaa  iiss
aammoonngg  tthhee  mmoosstt  iimmppoorrttaanntt  iinn
tthhee  wwoorrlldd  ttooddaayy..  TThhee  IIHHRRCC  iiss
nnoott  oonnllyy  iinnvvoollvveedd  iinn  ccoonnccrreettee
ccaammppaaiiggnnss  aaggaaiinnsstt
IIssllaammoopphhoobbiiaa  bbuutt  iiss  aallssoo
ddooiinngg  ccuuttttiinngg  eeddggee  eemmppiirriiccaall
ssoocciiaall  sscciieennccee  rreesseeaarrcchh  aabboouutt
IIssllaammoopphhoobbiiaa  iinn  EEuurrooppee  aanndd
tthhee  wwoorrlldd  aatt  llaarrggee..  TThheeyy  aarree
ddooiinngg  wwhhaatt  aaccaaddeemmiicc  iinnssttii--

ttuutteess  aanndd  uunniivveerrssiittiieess  sshhoouulldd
bbee  ddooiinngg..  HHoowweevveerr,,  iinn  tthhee
aabbsseenntt  ooff  aa  rreeaall  ccoommmmiittmmeenntt
ffrroomm  uunniivveerrssiittiieess  aanndd  ssttaattee
iinnssttii ttuuttiioonnss  ttoo  ttaacckkllee  rreesseeaarrcchh
aanndd  ppuubbll iicc  ppooll iiccyy  oonn  ddiissccrriimm ii--
nnaattiioonn  aaggaaiinnsstt  MMuussll iimmss,,  tthhee
IIHHRRCC  hhaass  ttaakkeenn  tthhee  lleeaadd  ttoo
ccoonnffrroonntt  IIssllaammoopphhoobbiiaa  aatt  tthhee
lleevveell  ooff  ppooll ii ttiiccss,,  ppooll iiccyy  aanndd
kknnoowwlleeddggee  pprroodduuccttiioonn..  NNoo
ootthheerr  iinnssttii ttuuttiioonn  iinn  tthhee  wwoorrlldd
ttooddaayy  hhaass  ddeeddiiccaatteedd  mmoorree
aatttteennttiioonn  ttoo  IIssllaammoopphhoobbiiaa
tthhaann  tthhee  IIHHRRCC..  TThhee  qquuaall ii ttyy
aanndd  qquuaannttiittyy  ooff  tthheeiirr  rreesseeaarrcchh
ppuubbll iiccaattiioonnss  oonn  tthhee  ttooppiicc  aarree
iimmpprreessssiivvee!!  TThheeyy  ddeesseerrvvee  ttoo
bbee  rreeccooggnniisseedd  aass  oonnee  ooff  tthhee
wwoorrlldd’’ss  lleeaaddiinngg  iinnssttii ttuuttiioonnss
wwoorrkkiinngg  ttoo  eerraaddiiccaattee
IIssllaammoopphhoobbiiaa..  TThhee  wwoorrkk  IIHHRRCC
iiss  ddooiinngg  ccoonnssttii ttuutteess  aa  mmooddeell
tthhaatt  wwee  sshhoouulldd  aallll   bbee  ffooll llooww--
iinngg..""    

DDrr  RRoowwaann  WWiilllliiaammss
‘‘TThhee  ffaacctt  tthhaatt  pprreejjuuddiiccee  aanndd
iiggnnoorraannccee  aarree  rriiddiiccuulloouuss
ddooeessnn’’tt  ––  uunnffoorrttuunnaatteellyy  ––
mmaakkee  tthheemm  lleessss  lleetthhaall..    BBuutt  ii tt
iiss  iimmppoorrttaanntt  ffrroomm  ttiimmee  ttoo  ttiimmee
ttoo  bbee  rreemmiinnddeedd  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  aarree
rriiddiiccuulloouuss,,  aanndd  tthhaatt’’ss  wwhhyy  tthhiiss
eevveenntt  iiss  ssoo  wweellccoommee..    SSoommee

tthheeoollooggiiaannss  hhaavvee  ccoonnttrraasstteedd
tthhee  ll iigghhtt--hheeaarrtteeddnneessss  ooff
hheeaavveenn  wwiitthh  tthhee  ffaacctt  tthhaatt  tthhee
ddeevvii ll   aanndd  hhiiss  aannggeellss  ttaakkee
tthheemmsseellvveess  wwiitthh  ddeeaaddllyy  sseerrii--
oouussnneessss,,  eevveenn  wwhheenn
eennggaaggeedd  iinn  tthhee  mmoosstt  aabbssuurrdd
pprroojjeecctt  ppoossssiibbllee,,  rreessiissttiinngg
tthhee  aall ll--ppoowweerrffuull  ggooooddnneessss  ooff
GGoodd..    II  hhooppee  tthhiiss  eevveenniinngg  wwii ll ll
mmaakkee  ssoommee  ccoonnttrriibbuuttiioonn  ttoo
ddeell iivveerriinngg  uuss  ffrroomm  ddeeaaddllyy
sseerriioouussnneessss  aanndd  rreeccaall ll   uuss  ttoo
tthhee  jjooyy  tthhaatt  ffaaiitthh  ooppeennss  ffoorr
uuss..’’

SSaarraahh  TTeeaatthheerr  MMPP

““II’’mm  rreeaall llyy  pplleeaasseedd  ttoo  sseeee  tthhee
IIssllaammoopphhoobbiiaa  AAwwaarrddss  rreettuurrnn--
iinngg  tthhiiss  yyeeaarr  ffoorr  wwhhaatt  II  kknnooww
wwii ll ll   bbee  aa  vveerryy  ffuunn  eevveenniinngg
wwii tthh  aa  sseerriioouuss  mmeessssaaggee..
DDiissccrriimm iinnaattiioonn  aanndd  pprreejjuuddiiccee
iinn  aall ll   tthheeiirr  ffoorrmmss  aarree  ccoomm--
pplleetteellyy  uunnaacccceeppttaabbllee  bbuutt,,
ssaaddllyy,,  tthheeyy  ppeerrssiisstt..  WWiitthh  tthhee
ccuurrrreenntt  cclliimmaattee  ooff  aannttii--iimmmmii--
ggrraattiioonn  rrhheettoorriicc  iinn  tthhee  mmeeddiiaa,,
II  aamm  ppaarrttiiccuullaarrllyy  ccoonncceerrnneedd
aabboouutt  rriissiinngg  xxeennoopphhoobbiiaa  aanndd
IIssllaammoopphhoobbiiaa..  TThhaatt’’ss  wwhhyy  tthhee
wwoorrkk   ooff  tthhee  IIssllaammiicc  HHuummaann
RRiigghhttss  CCoommmmiissssiioonn  iiss  ssoo
iimmppoorrttaanntt..””

PPrrooffeessssoorr  
TTaarriiqq  RRaammaaddaann

PPrrooffeessssoorr  oo ff  CCoonntteemmppoorraarryy
IIssllaamm iicc  SSttuuddiieess,,  UUnniivveerrssii ttyy
ooff  OOxxffoorrdd;;  EExxeeccuuttiivvee
DDiirreeccttoorr,,  rreesseeaarrcchh  CCeenntteerr  
ffoorr  IIssllaamm iicc  SSttuuddiieess  aanndd
EEtthh iiccss  ((CCIILLEE))..
OOppeerraattiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  hh iigghheesstt

ssttaannddaarrddss  oovveerr  tthhee  yyeeaarrss,,
tthhee  IIssllaamm iicc  HHuummaann  RRiigghhttss
CCoommmm iissssiioonn  ccoonntt iinnuueess  ttoo
rreemmaaiinn  aaccttiivvee  aanndd  sseerriioouuss  iinn
ii ttss  wwoorrkk ..  TThhrroouugghh  iittss
aaccttii vvii ttiieess,,  tthhee  IIHHRRCC  hhaass
eevvoollvveedd  ttoo  bbeeccoommee  aann
iimmppoorrttaanntt  vvooiiccee  wwhhiicchh
bbrriinnggss  ttoo  oouurr  aatttteennttiioonn  kkeeyy
ffaaccttss  aanndd  ff iigguurreess  iinn  sseerriioouuss
aanndd  iinnffoorrmmaattii vvee  rreesseeaarrcchh,,
eennssuurriinngg  tthhaatt   wwee,,  tthhee  ppuubbll iicc,,
aarree  kkeepptt  aaccccuurraatteell yy  iinnffoorrmmeedd
iinn  aa  ccoonnssiisstteenntt  aanndd
aaccaaddeemm iicc  wwaayy..  II  aamm  vveerryy
ssuuppppoorrttii vvee  ooff   tthheeii rr  wwoorrkk   aanndd
tthheeiirr  ttrruu llyy  vvaalluuaabbllee
ccoonnttrriibbuutt iioonn..  --  TTaarriiqq
RRaammaaddaann,,  PPrrooffeessssoorr  oo ff
CCoonntteemmppoorraarryy  IIssllaammiicc
SSttuuddiieess,,  UUnniivveerrssii ttyy  ooff
OOxxffoorrdd;;  EExxeeccuutt iivvee  DDii rreeccttoorr,,
rreesseeaarrcchh  CCeennttrree  ffoorr  IIssllaamm iicc
SSttuuddiieess  aanndd  EEtthh iiccss  ((CCIILLEE))..  

Messages of support 
Dr Rowan WilliamsLauren BoothLord Eric Avebury

Professor Marie
Breen-Smyth Sarah Teather MP

Professor Tariq
Ramadan

Professor Ramon
Grosfoguel Lord Nazir Ahmed
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We have a wide range of gifts
including artwork – from prints,
limited edition canvases to
original artwork by up and
coming artists and
photographers, as well as a
variety of objet d’art from around
the world.  These pieces range
in price from the extremely
reasonable like our block
printed prayer mats, or Swedish
wood with mother of pearl
decorative plates and boxes to
our original design, hand
painted enamel on copper
plates and original paintings.

There is something for everyone, from books on Islam, human rights and
justice, books for children and teenagers, to handicrafts and artwork.

Best of all, all profits from the sales go to
IHRCT and help fund the work that we do.
If you live in or near London, UK you can always pop in to our store.  
We are open from 9am – 5 pm Monday to Friday and 10am – 6 pm on
Saturdays. Our address is 202 Preston Road, Wembley, HA9 8PA 

(nearest tube Preston Road, Metropolitan Line).

See you soon in-store or on-line, insha Allah.

IHRC
TV

IHRC
TV

IHRC
TV

IHRC
TV

text IHRC11 with either 
£1, £5, £10, £20 to 70070 

To donate to 

IHRCT

VISIT THE IHRC 
BOOKSHOP & GALLERY 
IN-STORE AND ON-LINE

SHOP.IHRC.ORG

IHRC is delighted to announce its new
on-line store is now up and running 

� Research

The research section at IHRC is a leader in
studies on Islamophobia / anti-Muslim hatred
and discrimination.  In addition to country
reports, it has developed an acclaimed  body of
academic work that provides statistics of expe-
riences of hatred in various countries.  IHRC
has focussed on many countries, but has
focussed on  the UK, France, the Netherlands,
Denmark, Belgium, the USA and Canada, with
more research slated for Australia in the com-
ing year.

Aside from its books and reports on these
issues, the IHRC research team is also
involved in publishing papers and books, and
producing films and documentaries.  From
themes such as Extradition to Decolonising
Knowledge, the Research department works
with diverse researchers, academics, filmmak-
ers and journalists making unheard voices and
little known issues accessible to a wider audi-
ence.

IHRC research work can be found in the UN
archives, in university libraries, as well as on-
line on our website www.ihrc.org.uk, for sale in
our shop shop.ihrc.org or can be viewed on
our Youtube channel IHRC TV.

� Campaigns at IHRC

This department is responsible for the many
public campaigns that have brought the IHRC
to national and international prominence.
Amongst other things, it currently focuses on
Bahrain, Bangladesh, Myanmar, Palestine and
political prisoners in the USA.  By encouraging
people to take part in campaigning whether
through letter writing, attending vigils or other
means, Campaigns at IHRC works towards
empowering people to stand up for justice.

� IHRC Advocacy

IHRC Advocacy department has been working
with members of the community who have
faced discrimination in various aspects of their
lives. From prayer space at work to hijabs at
school and prison discrimination, we continue
to receive a broad range of cases. Our clients
are mainly UK-based but we have supported
British citizens in the USA, Syria and Pakistan.

Our caseworkers also do a lot of internation-
al advocacy, writing to various international bod-
ies on behalf of clients, as well as implementing
various IHRC campaigns.

IHRC also sends Eid packs to Muslim pris-
oners in London. In 2013 IHRC sent Eid packs
to 1000 prisoners. The aim of the project is to
create a bridge between the prisoners and the
Muslim community during Eid-ul-Fitr and Eid-ul-
Adha.

IHRC Legal
IHRC Advocacy would like to announce the
launch of its new project: IHRC Legal.

In recent years we have seen the govern-
ment make cutbacks to legal aid leaving large
numbers of people unable to pursue their
claims because they lack the means to secure
their rights.

IHRC Advocacy has set up its new legal
wing to provide high quality subsidised legal
services. The intention of asking for a contribu-
tion from our clients is to make the project sus-
tainable in the long term. IHRC hopes to cover
the remainder of the cost through fundraising
and creating partnerships with various grant-
making bodies. Where individuals are unable to
pay, IHRC hopes to fully subsidise the services
provided to them.

IHRC Legal will focus on providing services
in employment and immigration. Our primary
focus will be discrimination in employment as
well as helping the vulnerable secure their
immigration status in the UK.

With the support of the community we hope
to see this project grow so that in the future we
may be able to support people to challenge
police abuses as well as legally challenge gov-
ernment policies that negatively affect the
Muslim community.

Know Your Rights Project
We launched the first of our Know Your Rights
Leaflets (KYR) in October 2013 covering peo-
ple’s rights when they are stopped at ports or
airports under Schedule 7 powers.

The KYR leaflets provide information about
the powers available to the police as well as
people’s legal rights. The information is avail-
able in pocket sized leaflets which people can
carry with them, or as a downloadable app for
their mobile phones.

We are planning to launch a number of
KYR leaflets this year covering employment,
immigration, and police stop and searches.

As part of the project we are also now
offering KYR workshops. The workshops will
be offered to community groups / mosques /
ISOCs who wish to learn more about their
rights. Our advocates will be travelling up
and down the UK holding these workshops.
Look out for a workshop near you!

Free Advice Surgeries 
Islamic Human Rights Commission offers
free weekly Information and Advice surger-
ies every Wednesdays. Our professional
caseworkers can provide people with infor-
mation and advice on a whole range of
issues.
Our service is confidential, independent and
free.
When are the surgeries?
Every Wednesdays 5pm-7pm
Appointments can be made and will be avail-
able in 20 minute sessions.
What issues will the surgeries cover?
The advice surgeries will provide advice on:
• Employment
• Benefits
• Discrimination
• Complaints against the Police
If our caseworkers are unable to provide
advice on any issue you will be signposted
as appropriate.

Where are the surgeries?
The surgeries will be held at Islamic Human
Rights Commissions office in Wembley: 202
Preston Road, Wembley HA9 8PA. Closest
tube station is Preston Road station on the
metropolitan line.

How much will it cost?
All advice given at the advice surgery is free
of charge. If you are interested and would
like to book an appointment, then please
call Islamic Human Rights Commission on
0208 904 4222.

Please note, as there are limited sessions
on offer, they will be available on a first
come, first served basis but we will try and
offer you the next available date if they are
fully booked. 

Research, Campaigns and Advocacy
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Fundraising Auction Items Surah
Fatiha 
Wooden
Frame
Illumination
art by an
award win-
ning Iranian
miniature
artist. Surah
fatiha callig-
raphy.
Dimensions
38cm x
28cm x 2cm.
Offer start-
ing at £50

Painting by Siddiqa Juma,
Journey around the Kaabah - Acrylic on can-
vas - 100cm x 100cm. Offers starting at £500

Painting by Siddiqa Juma,
Pilgrimage - Acrylic on can-
vas - 80cm x 40cm. Offers

starting at £500

Painting by Siddiqa Juma,
Night - Acrylic on canvas - 100cm x 100cm.

Offers starting at £500

Wa In YaKadhul... - Ayah 68:51 
Frame Large. Turquoise stone from
Mashhad on a black background,

framed in gold. This is a one-off piece,
beautifully crafted by hand.

Offers starting at £190

Blue - 
Turquoise
Vase
Esfahan
Hand painted
enamel on
handbeaten
copper plate.
Size 26cm
tall, 10cm
Diameter
Offers start-
ing at £85

Muhammad Ali Framed Signed Print

Start of bidding price: Mohammed Ali Print £1500

Limited edition print signed by Muhammad Ali. This
comes with a certificate of authenticity with a picture
of the greatest boxer ever signing it. Also comes with
unique online authenticity number. 

Cricket Hospitality at Lords

Start of bidding price: Cricket at Lords
in Hospitality Box for 18 £1100

There’s nothing quite like the home of
cricket for a truly memorable cricketing
occasion. Steeped in over 200 years of
history, Lord’s cricket ground really is the
most special cricket ground in the world.
This unique, one-off day of county cricket
offers the ultimate experience. You and up
to seventeen guests will get to enjoy an
entire day’s play in the luxurious surround-
ings of a Lord’s Hospitality Box, as
Middlesex County Cricket Club take to
the field and is available for either a home
match in Division One of the LV= County
Championship or in the new domestic 50
over competition, the Royal London One
Day cup. Your day will start with a guided

behind the scenes tour of the famous
Lord’s Pavilion, including the renowned
Long Room and the iconic Lord’s Media
Centre, before taking your places in the
box for the morning session. If you
choose to attend on day one of the match,
or at a Royal London One day cup match,
we will also arrange for two of your party
to join the team captain’s and match
umpires out in the middle on the Lord’s
turf for the toss. If you attend on days 2 or
3 of the County Championship, we will
arrange for two of your guests to have a
photo in front of the iconic Lord’s Pavilion.
You will also receive a signed Middlesex
cricket shirt and each of your party will
receive a signed scorecard. This special
cricketing day out is one really not to be
missed. (please note catering is not pro-
vided and must be organised through
MIDDLESEX at Lord’s directly).

Pele and
Maradona
Framed Signed
Dual Shirt
Display

Start of bidding price:
Pele & Maradona
Dual Framed Signed
Shirts £1,500

Two Legends signed
memorabilia display.
Pele Signed 1970
Brazil Shirt and
Maradona Signed
1986 Argentina Shirt.

PPLLEEAASSEE  remember to bring
your wallet and cheque
book to the auction on the
day!

The Islamophobia Awards
2014 will be held on Friday
21st February 2014.  As
part of this year’s event
we’re holding another
auction of items generously
donated by supporters to
raise funds for IHRC.

If you are interested in
securing an item before the
day, please email
awards@ihrc.org with the lot
number, your bid, name,
address and daytime
telephone number, and we’ll
be in touch.

May Allah swt reward
your generosity with His
bounty.



PO Box 598, 
Wembley, HA9 7XH, 
United Kingdom

T: 020 8904 4222
E: info@ihrc.org
W: www.ihrc.org.uk

JOIN THE STRUGGLE FOR JUSTICE, 
JOIN IHRC.

The Islamic Human Rights Commission is an NGO in Special Consultative Status 
with the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations. 

IHRC wishes to thank this year's
sponsors for the Islamophobia
Awards - may Allah swt bless
their good work.  Ameen.


